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Introduction 

Human trafficking is not just a legal issue—it is a severe humanitarian crisis that affects millions 

of people worldwide, stripping them of their dignity, freedom, and fundamental rights. Every 

year, men, women, and children fall victim to traffickers who exploit their vulnerabilities, forcing 

them into labour, sexual exploitation, and even organ trafficking. This modern-day form of 

slavery thrives in conditions of poverty, political instability, and weak law enforcement, making it 

one of the most pressing human rights violations of our time. 

Despite international treaties, task forces, and awareness campaigns, human traffickers 

continue to operate with alarming ease. Many countries struggle with fragmented legal systems, 

inconsistent enforcement, and a lack of cross-border cooperation, allowing criminal networks to 

flourish. Without a unified and coordinated global response, efforts to combat human trafficking 

will remain ineffective. Strengthening international collaboration is not merely an option—it is an 

urgent necessity. Nations must work together to align their laws, improve intelligence sharing, 

and prioritize victim-centered policies to dismantle trafficking networks and protect those at risk. 

This report explores the complexities of human trafficking, identifying key perpetrators, systemic 

weaknesses, and potential solutions. By focusing on justice, prevention, and victim protection, it 

aims to shed light on how governments, organizations, and individuals can take meaningful 

action to combat this ongoing global crisis. 
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Definition of Key Terms 
Key Terms 

 

Human Trafficking: The transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of persons through 

force, fraud, or threats for exploitation. 

Exploitation: Includes forced labour, sexual slavery, organ removal, or other violations of 

human rights. 

Transnational Crime: A crime that crosses national borders, requiring international cooperation 

for enforcement. 

Victim Protection: Legal and social measures aimed at safeguarding trafficking survivors. 

Smuggling vs. Trafficking: Smuggling involves voluntary migration with payment, whereas 

trafficking involves trade and exploitation. 

Coercion: Forcing someone to do something against their will, usually through threats, violence, 

or intimidation. 

 

Corruption: Dishonest or illegal behaviour by people in power, such as government officials or 

law enforcement officers, that allows trafficking to continue. 

 

Bilateral Agreements: Official agreements between two countries to work together on issues 

like border security and law enforcement against human trafficking. 

 

Decriminalization vs. Legalization: Decriminalization removes penalties for certain actions 

(e.g., sex work), while legalization means making them fully legal under government regulation. 

This debate is important in trafficking prevention. 

 

INTERPOL: The International Criminal Police Organization that helps different countries’ 

police forces work together to track and arrest traffickers. 

 

ILO (International Labour Organization): A UN agency that fights against forced labour and 

promotes fair working conditions worldwide. 

 

Palermo Protocol: A key international agreement created in 2000 that defines human trafficking 

and sets legal guidelines for how countries should combat it. 

 

Prosecution vs. Prevention: Prosecution focuses on catching and punishing traffickers, while 

prevention aims to stop trafficking before it happens through education and economic 

opportunities. 
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Grooming: The process traffickers use to manipulate victims into trusting them before 

exploiting them. This is common in online trafficking cases 

 

General Overview 

Background and Causes 

 
At its core, human trafficking thrives because of desperation—people seeking better 

 

opportunities fall prey to traffickers who promise jobs, safety, or even love. Conflict zones, 

 

economic instability and lack of education make populations more vulnerable. The demand for 

cheap labour and commercial sexual exploitation only fuels this crisis. Traffickers work in 

highly organized networks, operating across borders with alarming ease. They manipulate legal 

loopholes, bribe officials, and move victims through underground routes or even legal pathways. 

Many victims are too afraid to seek help, fearing retaliation or deportation, making the fight 

against trafficking even harder. 

 

Current Global Efforts 

 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), International Labour Organization 

(ILO), and INTERPOL have launched numerous anti-trafficking campaigns, yet challenges 

persist. While the Palermo Protocol (2000) provided the first universal legal framework, 

enforcement varies significantly between countries. Some nations lack the resources to 

investigate cases properly, while others struggle with corruption that protects traffickers instead 

of victims. Challenges in International Cooperation Different Legal Definitions: Some countries 

consider trafficking only when movement across borders occurs, while others recognize 

domestic trafficking. Limited Resources: Many nations lack the funding to investigate and 
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prosecute trafficking networks. Corruption & Political Barriers: In some regions, officials are 

complicit in trafficking operations. Lack of Victim Support: Survivors often receive little 

assistance, making reintegration difficult. 

 

Images and Graphs 
 

 

 

 

 
The graph illustrates the different forms of exploitation experienced by registered victims of 

human trafficking between 2008 and 2022. The data highlights three primary categories of 

exploitation: sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, and organ removal/other 

purposes. 

Over the years, sexual exploitation has remained the most prevalent form of trafficking, 

consistently accounting for the largest proportion of cases. Forced labour also represents a 

significant portion, though its share has fluctuated slightly over time. The category of organ 
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removals and other exploitative purposes, such as benefit fraud and forced criminal activities, 

have remained relatively small but stable. 

This data underscores the urgent need for stronger international cooperation in addressing all 

forms of trafficking. By improving legal frameworks, enhancing cross-border intelligence 

sharing, and increasing victim protection efforts, nations can work together to combat this global 

crisis more effectively. 

 

 

Timeline of Key Events 
2000 Adoption of the Palermo Protocol 

 

The first major international legal framework specifically aimed at combating human trafficking. 

It established a clear definition of trafficking and set the stage for coordinated global efforts. 

2010 UN Global Plan of Action 

 

This plan provided comprehensive guidelines for prevention, protection and partnerships. It 

encouraged countries to bolster their domestic laws and victim support services while enhancing 

international collaboration. 

2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

This inclusion helped mobilize global resources, shape policy priorities and raise public  

awareness about human trafficking. 
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2021 Operation Storm Makers 

 

An INTERPOL-led operation targeting organized crime networks involved in trafficking. This 

Operation showcased enhanced intelligence-sharing, joint investigations and coordinated 

cross-border actions against traffickers. 

 

2023 

 

UNODC Report on Human Trafficking 

 

This emphasized the need for updated policies and innovative law enforcement approaches to 

tackle the evolving methods used by traffickers.  

 

 

 

 

Stakeholders 
United States 

 

Leads global anti-trafficking efforts through the TIP Report, which ranks countries based on their 

actions against trafficking. Strong laws like the TVPA (Trafficking Victims Protection Act) help 

prosecute traffickers, but trafficking still occurs, especially along the U.S.-Mexico border and in 

industries like agriculture and domestic work. 

European Union 

 

Implements the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive, which requires member states to criminalize 

trafficking, protect victims, and coordinate efforts across borders. The EU also funds projects to 

help survivors and prevent exploitation. 

Thailand & Philippines 
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Both have high rates of trafficking, especially for sexual exploitation and forced labour. 

However, both governments have taken steps to strengthen anti-trafficking laws and work with 

NGOs to 

rescue victims. 

 

Nigeria & India 

 

Major source countries for trafficking victims, with many people being trafficked for forced 

labour, domestic work, and sex trafficking. Poverty, corruption, and weak law enforcement 

make it hard to stop traffickers. 

Mexico 

 

A key transit country where victims are smuggled to the U.S. and Canada. Organized crime 

 

groups are heavily involved, and weak border controls make it easier for traffickers to operate. 

 

 

 

 

Possible Solutions 
1. Strengthening International Legal Frameworks 

Expanding the Palermo Protocol: The Palermo Protocol, established in 2000, serves as a 

foundational international treaty against human trafficking. To address evolving trafficking 

methods, there is a need to update this protocol to encompass new forms of exploitation and 

trafficking tactics. This expansion would ensure that international laws remain relevant and 

effective in combating modern trafficking scenarios.  

 

2. Enhancing Law Enforcement and Border Control 

Joint Operations by INTERPOL and UNODC: Enhanced collaboration between international 

bodies like INTERPOL and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) can lead 

to more effective cross-border operations against trafficking networks. These joint efforts can 

facilitate intelligence sharing, coordinated raids, and dismantling of international trafficking 

rings. 

 

3. Improving Victim Support and Protection 

Robust Witness Protection Programs: Establishing and strengthening witness protection 

programs can encourage victims to testify against traffickers without fear of retaliation. These 
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programs should offer physical protection, psychological support, and legal assistance to 

survivors. 

 

4. Leveraging Technology to Combat Cyber Trafficking 

AI-Powered Monitoring Systems: Implementing artificial intelligence tools to monitor online 

platforms, including the dark web, can help identify and disrupt trafficking activities. These 

systems can analyze patterns, detect suspicious activities, and alert authorities in real time. 

 

5. Community Engagement and Public Awareness 

Educational Programs: Implementing educational initiatives that inform the public about the 

signs of human trafficking and how to report suspicious activities can empower communities to 

act. For instance, the U.S. Department of State suggests becoming a mentor to at-risk individuals 

as a preventive measure. 

 

6. Strengthening Community Support Systems 

Mentorship Programs: Establishing mentorship programs for vulnerable populations can provide 

guidance and reduce susceptibility to trafficking. Mentors can offer support, resources, and 

positive role models for at-risk individuals. 

 

 

7. Monitoring Supply Chains 

Corporate Responsibility: Encouraging businesses to scrutinize their supply chains for forced 

labour can reduce demand for trafficked individuals. Consumers can also play a role by choosing 

to support companies with ethical labour practice



ALMUN 2025 + General Assembly 3 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Readings 
UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons (2023) – https://www.unodc.org 

 

Polaris Project Annual Report – https://polarisproject.org 

 

EUROPOL’s Anti-Trafficking Efforts – https://www.europol.europa.eu

https://www.unodc.org/
https://polarisproject.org/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/
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